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MyVideoSite.comHow Many People Admit to
Being an English Language Learner? English
language learners are a big business in the
United States. Think about it. Every year, 35
million people travel to the U.S. from abroad.
Many come to study, but some come to take
classes as a second language. As you can
Imagine, there are many things you need to
learn in order to be an effective teacher. Do you
know how many people have trouble with
English? Are you sure? Well, not any more. They
tell us. In one survey, more than 1.5 million
students in the U.S. were asked how many
teachers they thought were native English
speakers. They were also asked if they were
“students of an ethnic language other than
English.” Out of 3.9 million students, roughly
250,000 — or 6.8 percent — checked the “other”
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box on the survey. That means the average
student in the U.S. must have a teacher who is
struggling with English, because these 250,000
people are not just learning English, but
mastering it. As the chart below shows, there is a
big difference between ELL students and those
who are learning English. Of course, this was one
survey and doesn’t prove anything, but it shows
how commonly a person might be identified as
an ELL. In fact, one survey of a different kind
suggests that the number of English language
learners is more than double the size of the ELL
population. Why the difference between these
two surveys? The answer lies with the survey
guestions. The first survey assumes that all
students who check the “other” box have a
problem with English. The second survey puts
the question in a more sensitive way. It asks:
“Are you a student of an ethnic language other
than English?” Now, that question could be
interpreted in two different ways. The person
might think they are c6a93da74d
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