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purchasing the same novelÂ .Australia's teenagers are in the grip of a

heroin epidemic that is sending record numbers to hospital with injuries
related to the drug. Key points: Drug overdoses are the leading cause of

death among 15-year-olds in Australia, says a national study Drug
overdoses are the leading cause of death among 15-year-olds in Australia,
says a national study The trend is thought to be driven by a huge increase

in the sale of ice, and other synthetic drugs The trend is thought to be
driven by a huge increase in the sale of ice, and other synthetic drugs The
head of the Australian Drug Law Enforcement Agency is urging parents to
be vigilant and take action to stop their children using The study by the

University of NSW, showed in the past three years, the number of 15-year-
olds who were admitted to hospital for drug overdoses in NSW, has

tripled. The ACT followed, with the figure rising by more than 80 per cent
to 168 hospitalised overdoses in the same three-year period. Victoria was
the worst hit with 216 hospital admissions. In NSW, the study found 1,012

15-year-olds were hospitalised in the past three years, with drug
overdoses being the leading cause of admission in this age group. John
Wilson, head of the Australian Drug Law Enforcement Agency, said the

figures were alarming. "There is almost no context in which you can
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an epidemic. "We are tracking this at a time when the availability of a
wide range of drugs is increasing very significantly." In NSW, police are

working to control the growing trend of syringes being left in public
places, which have become the primary source of the opioid drug

Suboxone. Got a confidential news tip? Email ABC Investigations at
investigations@abc.net.au For more sensitive information: Text message
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