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similar to previously published
reports

[@pone.0040804-Nouraie1]. A
previous study reported a mean
reoperation-free survival time of
1.9 years, similar to the results of

this study
[@pone.0040804-Lazarus1].

However, our results contradict
another study of similar design

that reported a significantly
increased reoperation rate and

significantly decreased reoperation-
free survival

[@pone.0040804-Henderson1]. Of
interest, differences in surgical

technique and perioperative
management during the later

period may be responsible for the
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discrepancy in results. In this
study, surgeons were more
aggressive in intraoperative

management of the esophagus
during the first period (recruited

from 2005 to 2006). There are also
a number of limitations in this

study. First, we did not evaluate
the operations performed by each
surgeon on a specific patient. In
addition, we excluded operations
with a hospital death rate of less
than 5% but did not evaluate the

surgeons in whom more than 5% of
the patients died. Moreover, we did
not consider the follow-up duration

(eg, recurrence could occur at a
later date). Finally, we did not

obtain data regarding
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postoperative complications in
each patient. Therefore, the results
obtained in this study can only be
applied to patients who underwent

esophagectomy with gastric
mobilization. In conclusion, this

study demonstrated that
prophylactic preoperative CRT
does not have any effect on

postoperative complications and
can significantly decrease the
reoperation rate, although it is
associated with a significant
decrease in survival, after

esophagectomy with gastric
mobilization. On the basis of these

results, we recommend that
prophylactic preoperative CRT be

considered as a 595f342e71
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