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and dynamic methods in assessing land
degradation: A meta-analysis. Land degradation
(LD) assessment considers the effect of land
degradation on natural and/or social systems. The
LD assessment methods used 1n previous meta-
analyses are limited 1n their ability to reflect real-
world implementations. This study aimed at
critically appraising the accuracy of static and
dynamic methods in LD assessment. We
conducted a systematic search in five electronic
databases and reference lists of relevant studies
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published up to August 2015. We included
quantitative studies that evaluated accuracy of
methods against visual rating, or ground truthing,
and experimental studies that tested accuracy of
methods. We assessed 1dentified studies for risk
of bias and used a random effects model to
calculate the pooled accuracy rates of methods.
We extracted data from 76 studies with 2503
assessments of land degradation in real world and
two experiments. The pooled accuracy rates of
methods for assessing land degradation were 75%
(95% confidence interval (CI): 68-81%) and 82%
(95% CI: 74-88%) when assessed using ground
truthing and visual rating, respectively. The
pooled sensitivity, specificity, positive likelihood
ratio, and negative likelihood ratio of methods
were 0.91 (95% CI: 0.86-0.94), 0.51 (95% CI.:
0.47-0.55), 2.2 (95% CI: 1.9-2.7), and 0.31 (95%
CI: 0.27-0.35), respectively. Overall, an
assessment of land degradation was accurate in
only 75% of ground truthing and 82% of visual
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rating assessments. These results suggest that
assessments of land degradation should consider
the context of implementation and use a
combination of methods to improve accuracy of
assessments.Q: How to sort a python list of
dictionaries based on a common dictionary key? I
have a list of dictionaries [ {' name': 'A’, 1d":'A'},
{'name': 'B', 1d":'B'}, {'name': 'C', 1d":'C'},
{'mame": 'D’, 1d":'D'} ] I need the output to be
sorted by the value of the 1d key.
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{ get; set; } public float
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